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North Country Region Supports Important Agency

ANCA calls on Governor to Preserve
Tug Hill Commission

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 23, 2011 - Saranac Lake, NY - The Adirondack North Country Association (ANCA) has sent a letter
to Governor Andrew Cuomo and Lt. Governor Robert Duffy calling on them to reinstate the Tug Hill
Commission and treat it like every other agency, commission, and task force in the State thatis subject to
the 10% reduction in General Fund appropriation. The letter asks that the Commission go under the review
of the recently established Spending and Government Efficiency (SAGE) Commission in order to share with
all New Yorkers how the Tug Hill Commission programs and services "bestdemonstrate their value to
taxpayers." The Commission's funding has been removed from the proposed FY2011-2012 Executive
Budget, jeopardizing the Commission's work in the 62 towns and villages it serves.

The letter, signed by ANCA's President and Executive Director, and co-signed by over 200 leaders from
government, businesses, non-profits and citizenry from across the entire North Country, praises the
Commission's 38-year track record, testified to by the many communities it serves. The letter applauds the
Governor's commitment to the State's natural resources through preservation of the Environmental
Protection Fund, yet expresses concern that there is not a comparable commitment to the communities that
play a critical role in protecting and managing those natural resources, such as those served by the Tug Hill
Commission.

From a regional perspective, the rallying of support demonstrates the respect that Tug Hill Commission has
across the North Country, and how it serves as a model for how a single organization can provide efficient,
on-the-ground technical assistance for rural communities across multiple counties.

"Throughout the Adirondack North Country, local governments have increasingly become leaders and
partners in land use and economic development planning. To eliminate such an important technical
resource as the State's Tug Hill Commission will directly undermine the environmental quality and future
economic vitality of a major portion of the ANCAregion. This budgetary decision is very shortsighted," said
Steve Erman, ANCA Board President.

"The State needs to be an advocate and supporter for organizations that offer innovative, 'boots on the
ground' resources for rural areas, especially as State budgets are being cutand communities have to do
more with less. The Tug Hill Commission is a superb model for how a single organization can provide
efficient, impactful, on-the-ground technical assistance for rural communities that do not themselves have
capacity for planning, grants procurement, or natural resource management," said Kate Fish, Executive
Director of ANCA.




What they're saying
Here is a sampling of comments sent in along with signatures of
support for the Commission:

"I have benefited from the Tug Hill Commission as a major resource for
mybusiness and Chamber interests," - Teri Ellis, Vice President.
Carthage Area Chamber of Commerce

"I fully support restoring the Tug Hill Commission's State Budget
allocation. Also, while it may be equitable that the Tug Hill Commission
share the 10% across the board cut that will affect most State agencies;
if the cuts were based upon the real value received for the investment,
then the Tug Hill Commission's budget should actually be increased.
Ata minimum the Tug Hill Commission's budget should be restored to the 90% level of the original
allocation. Its mission and services are more needed now than ever. Real gains in government efficiency,
better civic'management by fact' with the help of the Commission's shared expertise, and valuable
economic development support would be lostif funding were withheld. The unintended consequences of
defunding the Tug Hill Commission would be an economic and cultural loss manytime the dollars 'saved."

- Clark Burdick, Environmental Planner, Westdale

"The Tug Hill Commission has been an asset to the Town of Lowville. The staff has helped with obtaining
grants that helped with records management for the Town and with automating our water billing program.
Tug Hill Commission has held Local Government Conferences in this area and was instrumental in
guiding the Town of Lowville's Comprehensive Plan. | support the Tug Hill Commission."

- Malinda E. Zehr, the Town Clerk for the Town of Lowville.

A copy of the letter can be found here.

More information about the Commission can be found at www.tughill.org.

Information about the Adirondack North Country Association can be found at
www.adirondack.org.
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